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son August II, who made Fröhlich – in addition to his posi-
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ius” overseeing the construction and maintenance of mills 

throughout the country. A position, that not only spoke of 
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the Marienmont-mill in Warsaw. 
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Dresden which soon – as of it’s strange appearance – was 

known as “Narrenhäusl” – or jesters house troughout the 
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tion of this “Narrenhäusel”.

As the transmitted stories tend to mix with fiction it’s hard 
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would recommend is: 
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For a good overview of his life and work, one might also 

turn to Lukas Mügges (Universität Braunschweig) aca-
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Tradition?
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style, they influenced – and still do influence – the percep-

tion people have of Fröhlich nowadays.

If Fröhlich himself worked as a quack doctor or dentist 
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was not only known for his deeds done in his employments, 
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ways. His multi-layered personality, expressed through 
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In the city of Dresden, Fröhlich is still a well-known his-
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special “Fröhlich”-Tours of Dresden for kids. 
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gotten nowadays, there is an extraordinary amount of pic-
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which are regularly sold for premium prices at art auctions. 

But also for those of us who don’t want to spend top dol-
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Back in his day, it was a well-known fact that Fröhlich was from 
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In many historical events – and especially during Carnival 

– you can find the figure of the jester throughout the coun-

try. The costume nowadays associated with Fröhlich is very 

much adjusted to the traditional uniform of the Ausseer 
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museum in Bad Aussee.

Owed to �!£!2!+Z9 good connections to NSDAP leaders 
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ed from jews or stolen from museums all over Europe, was 
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Joseph Fröhlich – keeping Magic History alive!


